


5th Toronto Changemakers Jam  
October 23-27, 2019, Mansfield, Ontario, Canada 

2nd South India Jam
December 14-20, 2019, Neredu Valley, AP, India

4th Northeast Changemakers Jam  
March 10-15, 2020, Deerfield, MA, USA

Thank you for being a generous container 
where I felt safe, seen and heard. To be able 
to bring my vulnerability to the table, and not 
to be afraid of being judged, is so empowering. 
To feel deeply, to sit with discomfort, and to do 
the hard work on myself is so beautiful.

Binaifer, 41, Freelance Photographer,
Mumbai, India

1st Eco Jam India 
November 3-9, 2019, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Thank you for introducing me to the community that 
I have been hoping for. Thank you for cracking me 
open where my heartbroken self had given up, 
for letting me see how beautiful it is to fall in love a 
million times with the people gathered to jam.

Erin Senghas Kassis, 32, Founder- Cascade Center,
Connecticut River Valley, MA, USA

99% of alumni feel that Jams are effective in creating intentional spaces for 
love and spirit

Thank you for helping me grow in a way nothing 
ever has. My heart feels so full. Not healed, but 
energized. I’m excited for the continued work. Not 
overwhelmed by my traumas, my weirdness, my 
visions. Thank you for giving me renewed hope. 

Sima Atri, 29, social justice attorney,
Community Justice Collective, Toronto, Canada

For the first time in my life, I was able to be 
vulnerable with a bunch of strangers. The ease 
with which I was able to express myself has a 
lot to do with how the space was held. The 
Jam leaves me with a greater responsibility 
for taking ownership of my struggles 
and roadblocks, and the reassurance that 
support will be available when needed, 
when asked.

Ashik Krishnan K, 26, Co-Creator, Travellers’ 
University, Thrissur, Kerala, India

I have spent so long in the 
daily grind of my job feeling 
disconnected from myself and from 
my dreams and goals. Particularly 
during Covid and remote work, it 
is difficult to connect with students 
and coworkers and difficult to 
focus on anything outside of fear 
and uncertainty. The Jam was a 
space to remember the original 
reasons I wanted to work in 
education. I feel myself beginning 
to reopen to larger possibilities.

Laura Hillebrand, 25, Assistant 
Director, Cornerstone Community 

Center, Roanoke, VA, USA

6th Education Transformation Jam
June 23-July 1, 2020, Zoom

It was a truly restorative, 
enlightening and inspiring 
gathering of people with 
shared values, much 
enthusiasm, deep emotion, 
vulnerability, curiosity, radical 
acceptance and love. I came 
away with great hope for the 
possibilities of co-creating 
the world we want to see, a 
world where justice heals.

Dee Myers, 67, Restorative 
Justice Circle Keeper, 

Community Works West,
San Francisco, CA, USA

6th Law for Social Change Jam 
August 4-10, 2020, Zoom

This year, YES! launched a podcast. Season 1: “Always On!” is a celebration 
of our 30th anniversary, sharing stories of our evolutionary journey. 

Season 2: “Here and Now” will focus on how YES! staff, partners, 
and the Jamily are adapting to the present moment. Available on 
Spotify, Apple Music, or wherever else you get your podcast.

This was a hell of a journey. I’ve been through a lot 
here. You stretched me out! No one else could have 
done this with me. Thank you for taking my hand, 
supporting me, and looking after me throughout this 
week. You’re the best.

Hussam Ashraf Mohammed Selim, 24, 
Ambassadors for Dialogue, Giza, Egypt

6th Egypt Youth Leadership Jam  
October 13-18, 2019, Fayoum, Egypt


